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Gemma Young 

Email: gemma@snapshotscience.co.uk 

 

I am an experienced writer, editor and consultant of science education resources who 

previous to this was a full-time science teacher for eight years and taught all three science 

subjects to GCSE level. I am creative and imaginative, highly organised and proficient at 

writing and editing for various audiences and in different formats.  

 

Writing and Editing Experience 

I have been working as a full-time freelance writer/editor since January 2010. 

 

Upd8 (Jan 2005-) 

I am an editor working for upd8. I wrote and edited their KS3 curriculum, WIKID and Segue, 

as well as GCSE materials – Crucial. The courses are written using new and innovative 

pedagogy based on educational research. 

I project-managed a group of teachers who wrote content, organising their workload and 

keeping in contact with them via email and phone. 

I am also an author for the GetScience textbook, the WIKID course book.  

I continue to work on projects through Upd8, most recently working as an educational 

consultant and writer on a joint project with the NHS Sickle cell and thalassaemia screening 

programme and writing lessons for a teacher CPD programme on Differentiated Inquiry. 

 

Soundbite learning (Dec 2008 –) 

I wrote GCSE revision podcasts for SoundBite Learning’s GCSEPod. This involved writing 

interesting scripts that would be suitable for students to listen to on their MP3 players to 

help them revise for their biology GCSE.  I am currently working with them in a quality 

assurance role reviewing their biology and chemistry clips and also consulting them on how 

to put together suites suitable for IGCSE by mapping their existing clips to exam 

specifications. 

mailto:youngg123@hotmail.com
http://www.upd8.org.uk/
http://www.gcsepod.co.uk/
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Snapshot Science (April 2010-) 

I have my own website where I have a blog about teaching ideas based on current issues 

from the media. It also provides teachers with original downloadable resources based on 

these ideas. I also share my resources and communicate with other members of the science 

teaching community via Twitter (@snapshotscience). Snapshot Science is a partner of TES 

resources and Spongelab. 

 

Pearson Education (May 2010-) 

I was an author and editor for their new ‘Always Learning Gateway’ - a virtual learning 

environment.  

I co-authored the new GCSE Edexcel Science student book and supporting materials, 

including student worksheets and teacher guides. I was also asked to design PowerPoint 

presentations for the interactive content of their core GCSE materials.   

 

Collins (Jan 2011-) 

Biology author for AQA and Edexcel biology revision guides/workbooks and the BTEC Applied 

Science coursebook. I wrote teacher packs (lesson plans and worksheets) for Edexcel 

additional biology, BTEC applied science and edited those for extension biology. I have also 

written exam style GCSE science questions for assessment packs and scripts for animations 

aimed at KS2 students. 

 

Twig (Sep 2011 -) 

I have worked on various projects with Twig including consulting them on ideas to use their 

resources to create interactive lessons and setting up a primary curriculum. I have also 

written lesson plans, assessment and quiz questions based on their video clips. 

 

http://www.snapshotscience.co.uk/
http://www.spongelab.com/index.cfm
http://alg.pearson.com/
http://www.twig-world.co.uk/
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Eduvee (Oct 2011-Jan 2013) 

I wrote physics content into the back-end of their learning platform website. I created units 

from scratch using the KS3 curriculum and GCSE specifications, making sure that all content 

is covered. I sourced my own creative commons images and videos and linked these into the 

lessons to create a rich and varied learning experience for students. I also edited their 

chemistry and biology content. 

 

Hopscotch Consulting (Oct 2011–Dec 2012) 

I quality assessed work that they were submitting to the Cooperative Green Schools Revolution 

project. Following this, I was asked to write lesson plans and accompanying resources for KS3 

and KS4 lessons on energy transfers and resources and KS3 lesson plans and resources for 

the Coldham Farm educational centre. 

 

Learners Cloud (April 2012 - ) 
I quality assess their biology and chemistry GCSE and IGCSE biology videos, wrote scripts for 

films, designed questions for their iPad application and consulted the company on 

developing clips for IGCSE biology and chemistry.  Through working with Learners Cloud I 

have gained valuable experience on the filming and editing of educational videos. 

 

Teachit (May 2012 -) 

I worked as a consultant to help the company set up TeachitScience. I also write resources 

for their Science in the News lessons. 

 

Nelson Thornes (March - October 2013) 

I wrote biology practical resources for the Cambridge Secondary 1 curriculum, exam-style 

chemistry assessment and edited the biology lesson plans. I also wrote biology online 

resources for their KS3 curriculum. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://eduvee.com/dashboard
http://www.hopscotchconsulting.co.uk/
http://www.co-operative.coop/green-schools-revolution/about-green-schools/resources/
http://www.co-operative.coop/green-schools-revolution/about-green-schools/resources/
http://www.learnerscloud.com/
http://www.teachitscience.co.uk/
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National Schools Partnership (March - November 2013) 

I worked as education consultant for the Institution of Engineering and Technology (IET) 

Faraday Teaching Resources. This involved putting together ten engaging teaching activities 

on transport with a STEM focus. I wrote lesson plans, student worksheets and a national 

competition as well as advising the company on content for STEM career videos to go with 

the activities. 

 

EdPlace (July - December 2013) 

I am reviewed their online KS1-4 science worksheets. This involved checking the content 

against the new national curriculum, proofreading and advising them on changes that need 

to be made. 

 

Koantum Science (September 2013-) 

I am currently writing scripts for iPad apps for K-5 (primary age) students. This involves 

following the Next Generation Science Standards (the new USA NC) and creating exciting yet 

accessible activities, tasks and quizzes for children.  

 

Teaching Experience 

 

Sept 2001 – Jan 2010      Crestwood College, Eastleigh, Hants 

 

 Promoted to assistant subject leader in 2006. 

 Taught all sciences to KS3-4 students. 

 Taught AQA Modular to double science students and Edexcel 360 specification to 

separate science students. 

 Co-ordinated the coursework part of the AQA GCSE for the department. 

 Wrote several schemes of work for both KS3 and GCSE. 

 Held the position of primary liaison teacher in science department for 6 years. 

 Other responsibilities included organising the AQA GCSE, liaising with the exams 

officer to coordinate science modular exams and designing and implementing the 

new KS3 curriculum. 

http://www.nationalschoolspartnership.com/
http://faraday.theiet.org/
http://faraday.theiet.org/
http://www.edplace.com/
http://koantum.com/
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Qualifications 

P.G.C.E  (Chemistry) 

Southampton University 2000 

BSc (Hons) Biochemistry (2:1)  

University of Wales, Cardiff 1999

References 

Available on request 

 


